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of the EEC are binding, the compliance may ultimately be more stringent
with EEC criteria than with Codex criteria.

International Commission on Microbiological
Specifications for Foods (ICMSF)

The ICMSF (Clark, 1978) is a voluntary advisory body which was
formed to:

1.  assemble and evaluate evidence about the microbiologial quality of
foods;

2.  consider whether criteria are necessary for any particular food;

3.  propose suitable criteria where necessary;

4.  suggest appropriate methods of examination.

Functionally, the commission seeks to:

1.  provide the bases for comparable standards for microbiological judg-
ment of foods between countries;

2.  foster safe movement of foods in international commerce;

3.  overcome difficulties caused by differing microbiological standards
and methods of analysis.

The ICMSF activities focus on microbiological methods for examination
of food, comparative studies on suitability of media, sampling plans and
acceptance criteria, interpretation of microbiological data, and control of
food operations to assure safety and quality. Cooperative work on methods
has been carried out with the International Dairy Federation, the Inter-
national Standards Organization, and the Association of Official Analytical
Chemists.

Classic work on sampling plans as related to foods has been published
in the commission's book, Microorganisms in Foods 2, first published in
1974 and now in revision (ICMSF, 1974, 1985; see also Chapter 6).

Canadian Microbiological Standards for Foods

The Canadian regulations (Pivnick, 1978) apply to microbiological cri-
teria at a national level where the production and processing conditions
closely resemble those in the United States. The microbiological quality
of food in Canada is governed by federal, provincial, and municipal
jurisdictions. Provincial and municipal regulations may be more stringent
than federal regulations. The Food and Drugs Act and Regulations cover
all food sold in Canada regardless of place of production. The Canadian